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A. Program Description



The Mock Election program is an on-line polling-place application that simulates national and statewide election ballots for students.  High School and Elementary School students from around the State cast ballots on a simple desktop PC with results tallied immediately for later presentation at a Legislative Hall meeting to announce

 the outcome.

Program Features, Operations



The application is web-based and loads a formatted


ballot onto screens at a mock polling site.  Students sit at


individual PC’s and use the screen cursor to select their choice for office shown on the screen ballot.  When their selection is complete, the student clicks on ‘Submit Ballot’ and their vote is recorded. 

How long in Operation


The application was developed in September 2000 and first used in Delaware in late October and November, 2000.   

What were start-up costs?


Approximately $45,000.00


What are annual operating costs?

Less than $1,000.00 annually


B. Significance to the improvement of Governmental Operation

Why Program was Created


The application was created at request of OIS clients to demonstrate the value of technology for public secondary education and for automating a critical process in State government.  The fundamental point of the program is to 

turn students on to voting through easily used, conventional


on-line means.  Office of Information Services worked


closely with the Delaware Council for Educational


Technology to meet the requirements of a student-centered


Program.

Why is program new or creative?



The program is new because it’s one of the first to put the student mock election process wholly on-line.  It’s creative in that the program was developed jointly with outside developers under the control and direction of OIS


– in a very short delivery time.  [It is noted that


some other states use touch-sensitive booths for student mock elections.]

How is program funded?


The program is funded jointly by DE Council for Educational Technology and the Office of Information Services, a significant teaming success in State government.

How many state employees developed this program?

Two State employees (and three contractors) 




produced this program which is scalable and adaptable

for future general elections statewide for student participation. Student acceptance was immediate and

conclusive; 

C. Benefits Realized by Service Recipients

This program required  no passage of legislation, no executive order and no new regulations.   

The public schools were able to incorporate practical voting exercises into the curriculum on the election process.




The Delaware Council on Educational Technology  was

able to continue supplying teachers with technology solutions supporting classroom teaching.

D. Return on investment/Payback

A web-developer application was used to generate the code. The program runs on a web server and an application server, each connected to a LAN.  

The initial $45,000.00 investment  for development is not

expected to be recovered from putting the program into production.   

Although student mock election process has been in place for several years in education around the country,   Delaware is among the first to use a web-based server application for the program.

The results of the program were presented to the public and the Legislature in our Capital’s Legislative Hall; the presentation to the Legislature was web-cast and very well received from all accounts. 

Over 4,000 students cast ballots and all results were immediately available. 

The OIS client who requested the program was very satisfied with the application and its results.


The program will be used again at the next general election time.
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