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Executive Summary

The Illinois Century Network is a high-speed telecommunications network that provides reliable communication links to and among Illinois schools, institutions of higher education, libraries, museums, research institutions, State agencies, units of local government, and other local entities that provide services to Illinois citizens.  The Illinois Century Network provides an environment for universities, colleges, schools, libraries, museums, and state and local government to communicate interactively and collaboratively regardless of geographic location.  It makes sharing ideas, educating our children, and delivering services easier than ever before.  To date, nearly 4,200 facilities and institutions are connected to the ICN. 

The ICN is a major cornerstone of Governor George H. Ryan’s five-year $1.9 billion investment for Illinois called VentureTECH.  This strategy invests state resources in advanced research and development, health sciences and biotechnology, and information technology.

Project Description

The Illinois Century Network is a telecommunications backbone to provide high-speed access to data, video, and audio communications in schools and libraries, at colleges and universities, to public libraries and museums, and for government services.

The network builds on previous investments in technology including the Illinois Higher Education Video Network and Internet initiatives, the Illinois State Board of Education Internet initiative, the Illinois State Library’s work to connect libraries with learners, and efforts of the Department of Central Management Services to provide statewide telecommunications links. 

The concept for the network began in 1997 with the recommendation from the Higher Education Technology Task Force to create a single, statewide educational network. The network became reality in June 1999 under the leadership of Governor George H. Ryan with the signing of legislation (Public Act 91-0021) which created the ICN. The Network is supported by a combined $27 million dollar appropriation to the Illinois State Board of Education and the Illinois Board of Higher Education, as well as, expenditures through state and local governments
The ICN serves Illinois as a:

· Teaching network, allowing colleges and universities to share the expertise of their faculty with students, businesses, farmers, health professionals, and others in an efficient, timely, and cost-effective way. 

· Knowledge network, opening up to students vast reservoirs of knowledge at libraries, museums, art galleries, research centers, governmental agencies, and others. 

· Training network, helping workers to upgrade their skills, assisting industry in targeting education to particular needs, and sharing the most up-to-date information, techniques, and technology. 

· Delivery network, providing e-government services and information.
Improvement in the Operation of Government

The ICN bridges together a multitude of resources and networks to improve access to knowledge and information. Illinois was supporting several networks that served a variety of purposes and constituents - the Department of Central Management Services' statewide telecommunications network, the Illinois State Library's network of interactive video sites around the state, the distance learning network created by the Illinois Community College Board and the Board of Higher Education, plus a collection of local and regional higher education and community networks. 

The Illinois Century Network brings together these disparate networks and improves the level of service, speed and capacity.  It also provides service in areas of the state that were otherwise connected to the “wired world.”  Through innovative partnerships within communities, the ICN has enabled communication services between schools and community services that previously could not be afforded.  It also provides students and teachers, schools and colleges, libraries and museums, government and industry, workers and employers a network that vastly exceeds the sum of its parts by enlarging the reach, power, and potential of technology into a dedicated, fast, reliable, learning, and service network. 

Benefits Realized by Service Recipients

All Illinois citizens will reap the benefits of the ICN whether they are directly served by the Network or experience the results of living and working in a State providing high-speed access to a vast array of educational, training, and service deliver opportunities.

The Network expands opportunities through what has been described as the "multiplier effect." A statewide telecommunications pipeline with the power and reach of the Illinois Century Network multiplies: 

· Who is taught. The Network can make learning available to nontraditional students whose jobs, family responsibilities, physical disabilities, or other circumstances limit their educational options. 

· What is taught. The Network will open up the traditional offerings of schools, colleges, and universities to more students. It also will make new sorts of offerings available, a virtual visit to a distant museum, gallery, or library; a computer simulation of natural phenomena or mechanical devices or human endeavors from the University of Illinois' supercomputer; pictures from the Hubble Telescope; rare historical documents; court decisions and legal resources; the list is endless. 

· How teachers teach. Face to face is the traditional way; the Network expands the how to include layers of links probing the depth of an issue; multimedia presentations combining video, audio, and text resources; e-mail and chat rooms that enhance student participation and faculty feedback. 

· Where learning happens. The Network will bring the classroom into the local library, the workplace, and the home. 

· When learning and working occurs. The Network will redefine time, making courses and services available at the convenience of the user. 

Multiply the Who times the What times the How times . . . . The Illinois Century Network will support learning and service deliver as we know it to more people, in more places, in more ways, at more times. The Illinois Century Network will connect teachers, students, researchers, and workers into a genuine community of learners. 

· Who is served.  The Network provides e-government services and information to providers of service, as well as recipients. 

· Who has access.  The Network expands high-speed, reliable Internet service to entities in urban, as well as, remote locations throughout the state.

Return on Investment

The ICN’s return on investment is difficult to quantify as it provides services that previously were not available. Without the ICN, many constituents would not have access to a high-speed Internet connection. Further, the ICN is more than an Internet Service Provider, it’s an educational Intranet that supports applications that would not be possible via the World Wide Web. Through the ICN schools, colleges, universities, libraries, museums, and governments are realizing improved access at reduced costs, saving thousands of dollars per year. As the number of participants grows, cost-savings will multiply.
The public sector investment in the ICN provides a cost-effective means to provide services to even the most remote areas of Illinois and equal access to the opportunities.  More importantly, the public investment will democratize access to knowledge and services.  The ICN bridges the gap between the information rich and the information poor by increasing access to the learning technologies to all Illinoisans regardless of where they live, work or learn.  The ICN facilitates the ability to provide anytime, anywhere learning and training throughout the state.  This enables the ICN to function as a strong economic development tool for the state, enticing business and industry looking to secure a well-trained workforce and fully connected environment.    


