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The Pennsylvania State Police is utilizing temporal and spatial crime data superimposed on a map of Pennsylvania to make real time decisions to proactively fight crime in the Commonwealth.  The initiative is known as Problem Specific Policing, and it uses the software product PROphecy, created by ABM-UK LLP, to analyze crime and related information.   This software can show crime patterns, trends and hot spots for any type of incident.  Predictions can be made as to where crime is likely to increase.  Commanders can then use this information to determine where to effectively allocate police resources. 

Every crime incident investigated by the Pennsylvania State Police is recorded in the mainframe computer Automated Incident Memo System (AIMS).  The type of incident (robbery, burglary, auto crash, etc.) is recorded in AIMS along with the date and time the incident occurred and the latitude and longitude of the location of the incident.  Each night after midnight about 1,000 new incidents that occurred the previous day are passed to a network server and are then replicated over the network to over 500 desktop personal computers utilized by Pennsylvania State Police Commanders and other personnel.  

The first version of the PROphecy software was installed as clients on the 500 State Police PC’s in May 2003.  A major upgrade to the PROphecy software, version 5.1, containing enhancements to improve efficiency, was rolled out in December 2003. The addresses of individuals on probation or parole and the location of nuclear power plants were added to the data to be analyzed.  The AIMS was modified to collect multiple occurrences of incidents.  
Version 5.2 of PROphecy that will display street names, highway symbols and other annotations will be installed in the summer of 2004.  In 2005 a Web Browser version of PROphecy will be available that will eliminate the distribution of client software.  Also in 2005, crime incident data will begin to be captured real time through the Department’s Incident Information Management System (IIMS). 
